Office 586-797-6400

Attendance 586-797-6499

Switzer Elementary
53200 Shelby Road
Shelby Township, MI 48316
http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/utica/switzer/index.html
Jacob Palmer, Principal

Fax 586-797-6401

January 2020
Academic Blitz

“Souper” Bowl

Kindergarten Open House 2020

Parking Lot Safety

winter gear to recess that parents send to school.
As a reminder, we do not go outside if the
temperature is below 10 degrees including the
wind chill factor. Thank you for making sure all of
your children’s winter items are clearly marked
with their first and last name.

Switzer student council supported Grace Centers of Hope.
“Hope meal tickets” filled our walls over the holiday season.
Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity.

Principal’s Corner
It was great to see all the smiling faces this morning
as we journey on to the 2nd half of the school year.
Over the next few weeks, all students will be taking
the NWEA mid-year progress monitoring
assessments. These assessments guide classroom
instruction by giving feedback about student
growth in math, reading and science (3-6).
I know it looks and feels like Spring today but
please be sure that your child brings the
appropriate winter clothing to go outside to recess
each day. Students are encouraged to wear the

As we enter 2020, we look forward to more hours
of daylight, ½ days on January 16 and 17, and the
UCS Academic Blitz. The Academic Blitz is an
informational night to start looking into all the
great academic opportunities available to our
students. Do you know what UCMST, UAIS, or CSI
stand for? Did you know that UCS has partnerships
with businesses and universities in our community?
The Blitz is designed for students in 5th-10th grade
to start mapping out their future. Although college
looks so far away, it is really around the corner. I
hope to see you there on January 9, at Henry Ford
High School at 6:00PM. (Program starts at 7:00)

Stay warm!
Jacob Palmer
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Ready, set, Academic Blitz! Plan early for
success.
The Academic Blitz is an opportunity for all UCS
families to find out more about the extensive portfolio
of opportunities and programs available to students
through its schools.
No school-January 20th
Switzer students and staff will not have school on
Monday, January 20, 2020 in observance of MLK
Day.

Mark your calendar-no school in PM
Thursday, January 16th and Friday, January
17th, 2020 are scheduled half days for Utica
Community Schools. Students will be dismissed at
11:29 AM on both days.

School closures
With the prospect of winter weather ahead, staff,
students, parents should know what to do in the event
of an emergency school closing during the school
day. Our automated phone notification system will
contact the home phone number you provided. In
addition, the following TV and Radio Stations will
broadcast our school closings.

The featured informational sessions are designed for
elementary to high school students and help parents
develop a plan that best fits their student’s needs.
Topics include Advanced Placement opportunities,
Specialty Programs and separate sessions on preparing
for junior high, high school and college.
The Academic Blitz, created 13 years ago by the
Superintendent’s Student Advisory Board, was
developed to ensure parents knew of the district’s
available secondary services and programs open to all
students.
At the event, families can select up to three sessions to
attend and visit a series of informative booths. District
administrators, building principals and staff are also
onsite and available to parents.
Join us for this year’s Academic Blitz scheduled
for Thursday, January 9, 2020 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. at Henry Ford II High School, 11911 Clinton
River Road in Sterling Heights.
More information, please
visit http://www.uticak12.org/academicblitz.

WJR (760), WWJ (950),
WOMC (104.3)
TV Channels 2, 4, 7,
UCS TV
In the event students are dismissed early, the contact
numbers you filled out on the emergency evacuation
form will be used to contact families in an emergency
school closing. Please notify the school promptly of
any changes in names and/or phone numbers, as this
information needs to be up to date.
Please discuss a plan with your child if school should
have to be dismissed early.

Kindergarten Open House
Kindergarten Open House will be held at all UCS
elementary schools on Wednesday, March 11th, at 7
PM. Please save this date on your calendar. More
information will be forthcoming

Outdoor recess

Be a smart driver follow parking lot safety

Recess is an important part of the school day. It
gives the children a chance to release some of their
pent-up energy and clear their minds for the
remainder of the school day.

Student safety during arrivals and dismissals for
school is a priority at Switzer. It is critical that
everyone follows the procedures listed below and
utilizes patience and a sense of cooperation when
transporting children to and from school. We must
all work together to continuously ensure the safety of
our students.

All students are expected to go out for recess, unless
we have a doctor's note saying they must stay inside.
This is true even during warmer months.
At Switzer, students will go out for recess whenever
the wind-chill is 10 degrees or higher.
Proper clothing for outside recess is a necessity.
Children should dress warmly with gloves, scarves,
boots, coats and hats. Children may not remain in the
classroom when their class goes out for recess, since
the teachers go outside also. If a child is well enough
to attend school, they are expected to participate in
recess as well.

•

•

•

•
And speaking of winter
Snowballs are NOT allowed. Please help reinforce
the rule. They are not allowed either at school or on
the way to and from school. The children know
snowballs are not permitted for safety reasons, and a
safety reminder from you that you support this safety
policy will be helpful. Also, please remind your
children that sliding on ice is also an unacceptable
activity due to the danger of injury to themselves and
others.

•

Please do not park along the curb marked
“No Parking” in front of the school. We have
six buses here every day to pick up or drop off
students. These vehicles pull up in front of the
building and this area is specifically and
exclusively for them. We also have field trip
buses that park in the bus zone during school
hours.
Drop off & pick up children behind the buses.
Use the loop in the very back of the parking lot,
located directly behind the bus zone, to drop off
and/or pick up students. It is a temporary
“standing” area. Do not use this area for longterm parking.
Do not double park. When the Back Loop is
full, simply wait in one line along the parking lot
entrance then move up, as spaces become
available. Double-parking, or pulling up
alongside of another vehicle to drop off or pick
up students, is extremely dangerous. Students
are not permitted to walk into the parking lot
and/or in between vehicles at any time
Follow all parking lot signs. Vehicles can be
ticketed by the Shelby Township Police for not
following the road signs in our lot. Do not park
in handicap spaces, fire lanes or other marked
areas.
Never drop off or pick up students on Shelby
Road. This is not only illegal, but very
dangerous. Please do not jeopardize your child’s
safety.

By working together to follow parking lot
procedures, we will go a long way in ensuring the
safety of our children.

Switzer Elementary 2020 Parking Procedures
Please remember these are procedures to make sure all children
arrive and leave school safely.
The center turn-around and front side curb are for
BUSSES ONLY. Please do not load or unload in these
areas.
This includes the area by the fire hydrant.
Parents can drop their students off at any point along
the curb. (except in the bus zone) Please don’t
park or wait along the curb so that other students can
unload safely.
If you are coming in the building, the center area of the
front lot parking is for parents. Please use the
crosswalk and walk with your students.

Remember we have over 600 students arriving in a 20
minute window. By working together we can be both
safe and efficient.

IT’S ALL ABOUT MUSIC!
HIGHLIGHTS
2019 - 2020
Nancy Cannava
Switzer Elementary
Music Teacher

Thanksgiving Songs

Eisenhower Choir Performance

Christmas Angel & Toys Story

Congratulations to our Band Karate Black Belt Recipients!

Who Will Win?
Predict who is going to win the Super Bowl
by participating in the Souper Bowl
Bring in cans of soup
(or other canned goods)
(make sure they aren’t expired)
January 27-31
Our Souper donations will go to the Samaritan House
Boxes will be in the bypass hallway

