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Principal’s Corner
Welcome Switzer families to another exciting school
year! The big question on everyone’s mind is, who is
my teacher? This year, we will communicate grade

level classroom assignments for your child in a
convenient and secure manner. We will be
emailing the classroom assignments to you directly
using the e-mail addresses on file in PowerSchool
on Wednesday, August 29, 2018. Your child’s
assignment can also be viewed via the PowerSchool
Parent Portal that will be available beginning
August 29, 2018. If you do not receive an email or
are unable to access the information through the
Parent Portal by the end of the day on Wednesday,
August 29, 2018, please contact Switzer at 586-7976400. As a special bonus, our KINDERGARTEN
teachers will host a meet and greet on Thursday,
August 30 @ 6:30PM on the Switzer playground.
The Utica Community Schools Board of Education
voted unanimously (7-0) in mid-August to place a
bond proposal on the November ballot to address
safety and security, technology and infrastructure
improvements identified through the district’s
strategic, long-range facility improvement
program. Voter approval of the bond proposal has
been structured to keep the tax rate at or below the
current level. An insert in our newsletter explains
the Board's action and outlines the purpose of the
bond proposal. This proposal will impact every
UCS student and school. We will share more about
the bond proposal when school opens. For more

Picture Day
Visitor Procedures

information, you can also contact me at (586-7976400 or visit www.uticak12.org/2018bond.
Our first day of school is Tuesday, September 4th. School
starts at 8:25 and remember it is a half day for
elementary students. We will dismiss at 11:29. Many
parents choose to walk their child to class on the first
day of school so please be prepared for lots of smiles
and MANY cars.
Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, September
19th at 6:30PM. That is the night for Open House and
the chance to meet your teachers and see all the exciting
tools and curriculum for the 2018/2019 school year. We
will gather in the gymnasium for a short presentation
and then we will meet our classroom teachers
immediately following. There will be sign-up sheets in
the media center for fall conferences.
Our first week is a busy one. first school wide event is
outdoor movie night Friday, September 7 at 6:30 PM.
Welcome back faces, Kona Ice and “movie TBD” is on
the agenda and free of charge to all Switzer families. We
have the super cool LED screen for your viewing
pleasure. Our volunteers have worked very hard putting
a fun night for all let’s hope the weather will cooperate!
Our PTO is a fantastic group and does great services for
all our children. If you are interested, Switzer could use
your help with all our extra events. Our first PTO
meeting is at 7:00pm on September 20th, everyone is
welcome.

As you probably noticed Super Switzer is a busy place
and so is our parking lot in the morning and afternoon.
Please review our parking lot procedures and help keep
our school safe for all our children. Remember our
sidewalks are the safest place to be, so please only cross
with the crossing guards or at the designated areas to
meet your rides. We strongly encourage parents to drop
off curbside. If you are parking and coming in, please
make sure to cross with your child at the crosswalk.
Together we can make sure everyone arrives to and
from school safely.
Our school newsletters will be posted and emailed at the
beginning of each month. Newsletters will not be mailed
home. Another great way to keep up with the “Switzer
Scoop” is to sign up for the Switzer 411. You can sign
up at the PTO website at:
http://www.switzerpto.com/index.html (Look in the pink
box).
Please take some time to look at our enclosed
information about some important information regarding
Switzer. For example, we now offer breakfast for all
students and picture day is September 18.
Switzer is off to a great start and I look forward to a
super school year!
Sincerely,
Jacob S. Palmer
Principal

Automated telephone alert system in place
for UCS parents
The Utica Community Schools takes advantage of
technology innovations by using an automated
telephone notification system for staff and parents.
The system is used to announce emergency school
closings such as those related to weather.
Individual buildings also use it for periodic schoolspecific updates and reminders.
Please make sure that your child’s emergency
contact information is up-to-date to assure you
receive these important updates.
The district will continue to utilize local media,
UCS-TV cable stations 15/22 and the district
website, www.uticak12.org to keep parents apprised
of closings.

Lunch times and lunch moms needed
Boo Hoo/ Woo Hoo
Switzer lunch will be from 11:20-12:05
K,1,4,6 will eat first and go to recess.
2,3,5 will go to recess first and then eat lunch.
Lunch moms are needed for the 2018-2019 school
year. This is a paid position. For more information,
please contact the Switzer office at 797-6400.

Switzer Elementary doors open at 8:15 AM.
School starts at 8:25 AM. To ensure the safety of
your student(s), please be sure your child is not
dropped off in the morning before 8:15 AM. No
adult supervision is available.

Sometimes the 1st day of Kindergarten can be an
emotional day for PARENTS. The PTO invites new
and veteran Kindergarten parents for tea and
refreshments after they drop their child off for the
first day of school.
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Tagging younger students
Birthdays at school
Kindergarten and First Grade students are given a
bus tag indicating their name, address, telephone
number, bus number and teacher. In this manner,
school staff can assist students in getting on the
correct bus. The bus driver has their name and
address and will make sure they get home safely.
The children will receive their tags on the first day
of school. Please make sure your child wears it for
a couple of weeks. The first few days of school can
cause new parents to worry about the pickup and
arrival time of their first child in school--buses will
generally run late until our drivers are familiar with
their routes.
Switzer information packets
Your child will bring home some additional
paperwork on the first day of school. All the forms
are very necessary for your child's safety and wellbeing. Please take the time to read everything and
process the paperwork accordingly.

Practice your smile-picture day
Tuesday, September 18th, 2018 is an important day
at Switzer Elementary. It is SCHOOL PICTURE
DAY! Please watch for further information to come
home with your child.

Mark your calendars for Open House
Please mark your calendars for Switzer's annual
Open House. This year it will be held on
Wednesday, September 19th, 2018
from 6:30- PM. This will be an opportunity for
parents to meet their child's new teacher and learn
about the curriculum and policies of their
classroom. This is not an evening designed for
students. We hope all parents can attend.
Homework requests
Homework requests will be honored only after your
child has been absent 2 or more days, unless
arrangements have been made with the teacher.
Please have your request in by 10:00 AM in order to
be picked up in office after 3:15 PM.

Birthdays are special for
everyone but believe it or not
these tasty treats can cause
severe allergic reactions to some students. Mr.
Palmer is issuing a creative challenge to the Switzer
community. Parents spend around $20.00 on
birthday treats per student. (That’s about 12,000.00
dollars at Switzer) Instead of edible treats how
about an indoor recess game, nerf football, nerf
soccer-ball, hula hoops, or even special pencils or
erasers. If edible treats are your only option please
make sure to inquire about the allergy restrictions in
your class so that all students can participate on this
special day.

Calling in absences
Switzer Elementary has an attendance line for
reporting your child's absence. Since your child's
safe arrival to school is important to us, we account
for each child that is absent. Also, for an absence to
be considered excused we must hear from you. We
encourage you to keep our phone number near your
phone and call us when your child is either ill or
will be late in arriving due to an appointment. The
attendance line phone number is: 586-797-6499.
When you place your call, clearly state your child's
name, teacher, reason for absence, length of
absence, and if your child will be buying hot lunch
when they return. Your cooperation is very much
appreciated.
Meeting with teachers
Our teachers are always glad to meet with you. If
you would like to meet with them before or after
school, please make an appointment, as their
schedules usually do not allow for unannounced
conferences. Please call, or send a note for an
appointment so that we might keep the interruptions
of our instructional days to a minimum.

Utica Community Schools is a smoke-free
environment!

School Aged child care (SACC)
available before and after school

The use of tobacco products is not permitted at any
time on district property or at school-related
functions. This policy promotes a healthy
environment for our students and families in
conjunction with the state Tobacco-Free Schools
Law and the Michigan Indoor Air Act. Your
cooperation in promoting healthy choices for our
students is greatly appreciated.

School Age Child Care (SACC) is available before
and after school from 6:30 AM until 8:25 AM and
from school dismissal until 6:00 PM. Fees are as
follows:
 Registration Fee of $60.00 per child or $75.00
per family (non-refundable)
 Rate of $4.50 per hour (minimum charge of one
hour each morning and/or each afternoon)
 Remaining fees billed in half-hour increments.

We do background checks
As part of our continuing effort to maintain the
health, safety and welfare of our students, Utica
Community Schools request all volunteers to allow
the district to conduct a criminal background check.
All volunteers are required to have a background
check. Those who do not have one on file with
UCS are required to sign the volunteer request
form, which authorizes the district to request a
criminal check from the Michigan State Police.
This procedure also applies to all volunteers who
act as chaperones for field trips or off-site learning
experiences and coaches.

Also, please note that you will be responsible to
send in your child's snack. The hours for Child Care
will be extended on days when school is only in
session half days. Should you need further
information regarding the Child Care Program,
please call 586-797-6980.

Breakfast is served!
School visitors must sign in at office
In accordance with school district policy, all visitors
and guests must show photo ID, sign in at the office
and wear a visitor sticker. This includes all parents
and volunteers that may be helping in any area of
the building. If you need to see your child, our
office staff will be glad to assist you. If you are
volunteering in the building, you are asked to sign
IN and OUT on the clipboard in the office. This
will enable us to know who is working in the
building and where we can find you if necessary.
All outside doors will be locked during the day to
insure your child's safety. Of course, everyone is
always able to exit the building in case of
emergency simply by pushing the doors open from
the inside. Thank you for your support.

A healthy, nutritious breakfast is a critical
ingredient to the success of our students. We are
pleased to announce that the school breakfast
program in our district is now being offered at our
school. The new offering is the result of the
increasing popularity of the program districtwide
and the importance our families place on making
sure that students are ready for their school day.
Healthy choices include cereal, whole-grain
breakfast bars, yogurt, fruit and milk in the
elementary buildings. Those choices, along with
fresh-made hot breakfast sandwiches and other
favorites are featured in the secondary
buildings. Fresh-made fruit smoothies are also
available in the high schools. Breakfast is served in
the cafeteria prior to the start of the school day. For
menu information and serving times at your
student’s school, please check the schools website
or download the new app by searching Utica
Community Schools at the App Store or Google
Play.

It takes two
From time to time, students will be visiting each
other after school. For the safety of these students
the school needs permission letters from BOTH
students’ parents. This includes ALL walkers and
bus riders. Notes cannot be written by office
personnel, nor will calling home to get permission
at the last minute be permitted. Only those students
who ride a bus will be permitted to ride another bus
and, only if there is room on the bus.

Cell phone use prohibited during school
day
The use of cell phones, pagers/beepers or other
electronic communications devices (ECD) by
students is prohibited at any time while in school or
on a district vehicle. Secondary students may carry
ECDs, during the school day, but they cannot be
displayed or used. Elementary students are not
permitted to possess an ECD at any time. The use of
an ECD’s picture-taking or internet connection
capability is not permitted. Utica Community
Schools will not be responsible for the theft, loss or
damage of any ECD. Appropriate disciplinary
action will be taken against students who violate the
policy regulating ECDs.

Nondiscrimination in Education
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the ElliotLarsen Civil Rights Act and the Persons with
Disabilities Civil Rights Act, it is the policy of
Utica Community Schools that no person shall, on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or
ancestry, sex, age, disability, height, weight, or
marital status be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination during any instructional
opportunities, programs, services, job placement
assistance, employment or in policies governing
student conduct and attendance. Any person
suspecting a discriminatory practice should contact
the Executive Director of Human Resources at
Utica Community Schools, 11303 Greendale,
Sterling Heights, MI 48312 or call (586) 797-1000.

Welcome Mrs. Bienkowski to the Media
Center….Join ranks with our research
center staff
Our Switzer Research Center plays a significant
role in your child's education, but we need your
help. The Research Center is not only a place to
borrow books, it also provides training in
information gathering skills, supports the
curriculum, and maintains the audio-visual
equipment and materials.
If you are willing to offer at least one-half day per
week, we would like you to join our active group of
volunteers. No previous experience is necessary!
Please clip and return
to school for
Research Center Volunteer.
One of the Research Center Staff will contact you.

____________________
Name

__________
Phone

I would like to volunteer
________AM

_________PM

MON. _____ TUE._____ WED._____
THUR.____ FRI._____

Where should you park at dismissal?

Ill students will be sent home

Parents, please do not park curbside in front of the
school. This area is reserved for buses and
emergency vehicles. If you plan on picking up your
child after school please give the buses the right of
way. Switzer staff supervises the children at the
front walkway. Please use the crosswalk to enter the
parking lot. Please see attached map.

If, in the judgment of school
personnel, a child becomes too ill
to remain at school, the parents
will be
called immediately. A child with a fever will be
required to go home. It is necessary that children
with sore throats, fever, or coughs remain at home
until recovered, since they will be endangering their
own health and the health of other children by
returning too soon

Requesting early dismissals
If you find it necessary to pick up your child earlier
than the regular dismissal time, please notify the
teacher by note or contact the school office by
phone before 11:00 AM. Parents are asked to come
to the office to pick up their children and sign them
out. We cannot stress enough the importance of our
knowing the whereabouts of all our students.
Please be patient with us if we ask for identification
when you come to pick up a student. This includes
siblings who are old enough to drive. If they aren't
on the emergency release card, we can't release our
students to them. In many cases, there are
restrictions with whom the child can be released.
We would rather be overcautious when it comes to
this important matter. Any changes in home or
work telephone numbers, addresses added or
deleted, and names must be up-to-date.

Administration of medication
Students sometimes need to take medication.
Parents should administer medication to their
children at home. In the event that is not possible,
the school may administer either prescription or
non-prescription medicine – but only when
authorized by the student’s parent/guardian and the
child’s physician. Requests must be made by
completing an Authorization for Medication form,
available from the school office. The form must be
signed by the child’s physician.

Plan for student lunches
Students may bring their own
lunch to school or purchase a
school lunch. If a student
wishes to buy lunch it must be
done in advance. All of our lunches are pre-ordered
and come from Eisenhower High School kitchen.
They only send us the number of lunches we order.
Your child’s teacher will ask every day who is
buying today and who is ordering for tomorrow. If
a child wants a lunch and has not pre-ordered, they
will have to wait until all the students that did preorder to receive their lunches. At that time, they can
have the lunch of the day-if there are any left.
There is always cook’s choice or a cream cheese
bagel available if a student owes for 2 lunches or
more. There are always back-up lunches-just not as
stated on the menu.
Lunches should be paid for in advance. We are
using the point of sale computerized system. It’s
easy to do. Just go to: sendmoneytoschool.com
to set up an account with your child’s school ID
which is available from the office. Please make
checks out to Utica Community Schools. Send it to
school in an envelope with the child’s name and the
teacher’s name and amount on the front. Cash will
be accepted, however it is challenging to keep track
of especially when sent in unmarked. Checks and
on-line are the preferred method of payment.

Lunches are available at free and reduced prices for
families who meet the eligibility requirements.
Forms are available in the office, online and will be
sent home. It is necessary to fill out new forms
each year.

Pop vs. Water

Media Release Form allows students to
gain recognition in educational reporting

Please do not send canned pop to school in your
child’s lunch. Sugared pop adds extra calories to
their diet without adding any nutrition. Caffeinated
beverages also cause dehydration. Our brains need
water to function. Please encourage your children
to bring bottled water or juice instead of canned pop
in their lunch.

2018-2019 School meal prices
To comply with federal pricing guidelines for school
menus, prices have been increased for school lunches
and breakfasts. Our participation in the program
means that menus continue to be focused on
providing students with healthy options for a
nutritious breakfast and lunch. The new prices for
this year are:
2018-2019
Prices
Elementary, Lunch
Junior High, Lunch
High School, Lunch
All Grades, Breakfast

Meal

$ 2.75
$ 2.90
$ 2.95
$1.75

Students are occasionally able to participate in
interviews by local news media reporting on the
district’s instructional programs.
Utica Community Schools Board of Education
policy governs media relations that affect students.
News media representatives are required to report to
the building principal or the Office of
School/Community Relations for prior approval
before interviewing students involved in
instructional programs. Parents are asked to
complete a media release form when their children
are enrolled, giving the Utica Community Schools
and the news media permission to interview
students in connection with school activities. The
signed form is kept in the school office and is valid
as long as the student is enrolled in the district.
Parents must notify the building principal in writing
any time they choose to exclude their student from
taking part in media interviews

Lost and found
Please remember to mark your children's personal
belongings. This includes apparel, lunch boxes,
school supplies, etc.

Outdoor recess is healthy
Fresh air and exercise have been proven to aid in
the physical and educational growth of students;
therefore, each school has an outdoor recess
program. It is important that children wear
appropriate clothing so they can go outdoors each
recess. If it becomes necessary for a child to stay
inside for recess longer than two days, a doctor's
statement will be needed. Students will remain inside if
the weather is inclement. Many factors are used to
determine outdoor recess, some of which are
temperature, wind-chill factor, and playground
conditions. If the wind-chill is 10 degrees or above, the
children will go out for recess.

If your child loses something during the year, please
have them check in the Lost and Found. This is
located in the by-pass hallway. All articles not
claimed by the end of the school year will be given
away to charity claimed by the end of the school
year will be given away to charity.

Box Tops-a great way
for Switzer to earn cash!
Don't forget Switzer collects General Mills Box
Tops found on many products. They are worth 10
cents each! Please turn in box tops to the white bin
outside of the main office. If possible, trim box top
so it is neat. They must be bundled before mailing
so having them trimmed really helps.

Switzer Elementary 2018 Parking Procedures

Please remember these are procedures to make sure all children arrive and leave school safely.
The center turn around and front side curb are for BUSSES ONLY. Please do not load or unload in these areas.
This includes the area by the fire hydrant.
Parents can drop their students off at any point along the curb (except in the bus zone.) Please don’t park or wait
along the curb so that other students can unload safely.
If you are coming in the building, the center area of the front lot parking is for parents. Please use the crosswalk
and walk with your students.
Remember we have approximately 600 students arriving in a 20-minute window. By working together, we can be
both safe and efficient.

Safety, technology and infrastructure improvements highlight Nov. 6 Bond Proposal

The Utica Community Schools Board of Education has unanimously (7-0)
approved placing a $155 million bond proposal on the November 6 ballot to address
safety and security, technology and infrastructure improvements identified through
the district’s strategic, long-range facility improvement program.
“The bond proposal will allow us to continue providing an environment that
supports the academic excellence for students that our community expects and
deserves,” Board of Education president Gene Klida said. “The bond projects
address safety and security and infrastructure priorities that directly impact our
classrooms. The projects also provide our teachers the tools they need to drive
learning and develop the job skills that businesses need to build our economy.”
Voter approval of the bond proposal has been structured to keep the tax rate
at or below the current level.
The bond proposal will affect each UCS student and every UCS school and
school facility.
The ballot proposal states that that the bond proposal will provide for:
1.

making safety and security improvements, including cameras and doorlocking systems;

2.

equipping, furnishing, re-equipping and refurnishing school district
buildings, facilities, and structures, and acquiring school buses and
technology equipment;

3.

constructing additions to and/or remodeling school district buildings;
and

4.

improving and developing sites, including playgrounds, athletic
fields, facilities, and structures in the school district.

“Safe and secure schools are a top priority for our community and our
district,” Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns said. “The improvements in this bond
proposal are a key piece to our collaborative efforts with local law enforcement to
continue to keep our schools safe places for students and staff.”

